
 

Dingwall, 31st January 2013 

Buda-pestered by the graduate job hunt, Eilidh Macdonald secures post teaching English in Hungary! 

 

Eilidh Macdonald, and ex Dingwall Academy pupil and University of Strathclyde graduate, is soon to make the jump from 

rural living in The Highlands to life in Budapest, Hungary. Buda-pestered by the hunt for a permanent graduate job, Eilidh 

decided to try something a little different and boost her CV. Eilidh enrolled on a TEFL Scotland course in the summer after 

graduating with a degree in Marketing. She completed 120-hours of training and is now a newly qualified TEFL (teaching 

English as a foreign language) teacher. 

After becoming qualified, Eilidh didn’t take long to secure a TEFL job. Not fussy where she went, Eilidh applied for positions 

all over Europe. On-going correspondence with the Central European Teaching Programme (CETP) in Budapest resulted in 

the offer of a fantastic job. She leaves for pastures new on the 4
th

 February.  She said:  

“I suppose I didn’t choose to go to Budapest, it chose me!” 

Eilidh was originally supposed to be teaching over the Winter/Spring semester which runs from January to June, but had 

already committed to a marketing job with the Celtic Connections festival in Glasgow. Because of this her teaching career 

in Budapest has been put on hold until the start of February when the festival finishes. The one down-side of this was that 

she missed out on the orientation for new teachers, which started on the 9th January. This included traditional Hungarian 

dinners, teaching tips, Hungarian language training and cultural training, so Eilidh is really jumping in at the deep end! 

As part of her employment package, Eilidh has been supplied with an apartment in the town she’s teaching in. She’ll be 

living with another CETP recruit called Grace, originally from California. She’s of a similar age to Eilidh (22) and the two 

have been keeping in touch regularly so they can get to know each other before they start living together. Eilidh said: 

“It’s good having Grace there already as she has been answering my never-ending questions. I have never lived in a 

different country on my own before so I think having Grace there is a nice comfort - I already have a friend to help me out!” 

Eilidh will be working 16-20 hours a week at Ujpesti Technical High School (a 5-10 minute walk away from the apartment) 

and 1 day at Kapocs Utca Bilingual Elementary. The students at the high school are mostly young men with a smattering of 

young women—all strive to be placed at the high-level technical university in the city to study engineering. I will teach 

normal conversational English rather than technical English, which Eilidh is pretty glad about, stating: “the grammar section 

of the TEFL course was not my favourite!” At the elementary school the students will mostly be younger (grades 1st-4
th

) 

and Eilidh’s job will be to get the students to play games, take part in role play and sing songs. At the high school level 

Eilidh will lead students in discussions and informal debates. 

It has been a somewhat stressful process for Eilidh simply because she has been so busy working with Celtic Connections, 

and it doesn’t help that she’s currently living in her sister’s cupboard in Glasgow. Documents, papers and belongings 

everywhere, she’s not phased. She said that despite being run off her feet, she feels good about her impending adventure 

as a language teacher in Hungary – mainly because she hasn’t yet had a chance to sit down and have a “What the hell am I 

doing?!” kind of moment.  It’s come around quickly for Eilidh, but she simply cannot wait to get over there and start a new 

life (for the next 6 months) in such a diverse and exciting city. When asked about the coming weeks and her move to 

Budapest she smiles…  

 

“I’m going to have some adventure!” 

TEFL Scotland, which also incorporates TEFL England, TEFL Wales and TEFL Courses Ireland, is the most highly accredited 

TEFL provider in the UK. They provide various courses which are affordable and widely accessible and provide people 

with the skills, confidence and knowledge to teach English abroad. 

 

 


