
TEFL Scotland sign contract with biggest online course provider in China 

 

Yesterday saw representatives from highlands-based company TEFL Scotland take their first step into international 
markets, starting with the second largest economy in the world: China.  

Co-founders (and husband and wife team) Joe and Jennifer Hallwood took part in a high profile contract signing, 
along with Scottish Government Minister for External Affairs and International Development Humza Yousef MSP, 
Anne McColl, Chief Executive  of Scottish Development International (SDI) and Mr. Yuming Liu, Chief Editor at 
teacher.com.cn.  

The event marked a monumental occasion for TEFL Scotland, who began working on their expansion into Asia in 
November last year following an exploratory visit to Beijing. There they met with Beijing Zhi Bo Hong Yuan Education 
Technology Development Co. Ltd - a wholly-owned subsidiary of the National Website for Primary and Middle School 
Teachers ' Further Education. 

TEFL Scotland and Zhi Bo Hong Yuan Co. Ltd (Teacher.com.cn) are to cooperate on the basis of mutual benefit and 
development, and jointly develop and promote, on a national scale in China, TEFL distance training, classroom TEFL 
training, international culture exchanges and training programmes.  

Teacher.com.cn is a large professional website, providing degree and non-degree training for primary school and 
secondary school teachers and principals throughout China. They are the core and foundation website for the 
national online education network. The website is committed to providing systematic training services for the 
development of teachers and principals nationwide, offering holistic distance training and support to teacher training 
organisations and schools in regions across China. 

After months of course development and discussions, a bespoke course was the end result. It will target improving 
teaching skills by steering Chinese English teachers towards a more communicative approach to language teaching. 
This will hopefully then result in more proficient English speakers in China, boosting cultural communications and 
relations between the Chinese and native English speaking countries.  

Because this type of thing has never been done before, it has been a process of iteration and re-iteration based on 
feedback from teachers and advisors in Beijing. Developing the product in this way has meant that Joe and Jennifer 
have developed a strong working relationship with Teacher.com.cn. They have very successfully developed a product 
that will drive huge demand from the Ministry of Education in China. 

As well as the online course offering, a 4-week face-to-face course for Chinese teachers will be held at venues 
throughout China, and UK tours for Chinese primary and secondary school teachers will take place. The tours will 
include seminars, trips to educational institutions and cultural excursions, which will hopefully allow them to build a 
thorough knowledge of our educational processes and our culture. Co-founder or TEFL Scotland, Joe Hallwood, said: 

 “Our courses are traditionally aimed at native English speakers, so we obviously faced a challenge in adapting this to 
meet the needs of Chinese English teachers. We examined the problems that Chinese speakers have with the English 
language, and developed this course to focus on the development of their language and teaching skills. We’re extremely 
happy with the result and we’re delighted to be working with teacher.com.cn. Hopefully this is the start of a long and 
successful business partnership!” 

Joe and Jennifer are now en-route to Bangkok, where they are liaising with their Thai government approved partners 
Kent School of Languages.  There they will be preparing for the launch of their 4-week training courses - the first of 
which is starting on the 8th July. 

- END  
 
Notes to editors: 

TEFL Scotland, which also incorporates TEFL England, TEFL Wales and TEFL Courses Ireland, is the most 
highly accredited and largest TEFL provider in the UK. Their various courses give people the skills, 
knowledge and confidence to teach English abroad. 

 


